[image: ]
Decision List BC Meeting February 26, 2025
	Subtitle
	Weekly BC meeting

	Date
	02/26/2025

	Time
	9:00 - 12:00

	Location
	Courtroom

	Chair
	Governor Johnson

	Attendees
	Eviton Heyliger, Jonathan Johnson and Bruce Zagers



	
	
	

	1.0.0

	
	Welcome


	2.0.0

	
	Minutes

Attachment:
BC Meeting Minutes 18-02-2025
BC Minutes 07.2025

Decision:
Approved.


	3.0.0

	
	Discussion Papers


	3.0.2

	
	Assignment Henry’s Construction Entrances Admin Building
With dossier 733 the Executive Council approved the beautification of the entrances surrounding the Administration Building in The Bottom. The works were divided in several work packages that require specific expertise. Contractors were approached to submit quotations.

One package includes: repaving of existing pathway, creating a meandering path to an area with shaded benches, construction of steps to the lawn and creating a water pond. Henry’s Construction was asked to submit a quote for these works as he has the required expertise and equipment to carry out this specific work package and deliver the desired quality. After negotiations a final quotation was submitted. Works are expected to start on March 3rd and to be completed by June 30th 2025. The work could temporarily hinder access to the Administration Building. This will be kept to a minimum and will be communicated to the public.

Assignment Contracts for the other work packages: construction of pergolas and planting, will be submitted after receiving the quotations.

Decision:
Approved.


	3.0.3

	
	BC response to BZK memorandum on involvement BES in legislation
The ministry of interior affairs and kingdom relations asked the BC of Saba to provide input for a memorandum on the improvement of the involvement of the island in policy and legislative processes for the BES. This memorandum follows from the Working conference WolBES / FinBES in March 2024.

The attached letter aims to show support for goal of the memorandum (better involvement of Saba) while simultaneously providing feedback as the ministry requested. The executive councils of Bonaire and Statia have sent similar responses.

Decision:
Approved.


	3.0.5

	
	Approval of Travel for the Head of Finance to the Netherlands for Bi-Annual Work Visit
This proposal seeks the approval of the Executive Council for the travel of the Head of Finance to the Netherlands from March 14 to March 23 for the bi-annual work visit. This visit will focus on key funding initiatives, advancing discussions with various ministries, and ensuring continued progress in critical areas of development. Additionally, the visit will address administrative agreements between the ministries in the European Netherlands and the Public Entity Saba.

Decision:
Approved.


	3.0.6

	
	Continuity digitalization and information services OLS
Since March 2024 OLS installed a CIO office - with initial funding as part of the free allowance at the end of 2023 - in order to face the several challenges continuing shaping its digital service delivery to citizens and businesses (dossier numbers: 345, 508 & 654). Since October/November the team had reached its full capacity addressing digitization, information services/management, cyber/information security as important future-oriented preconditions. Unfortunately, the promised structural funding by BZK was not provided in 2024. There are now signs of receiving additional funding in 2025 and possibly the initiation of structural funds until 2030.

This BC proposal contains the necessary steps and financial overview to continue and expand on the established efforts. With new budget in 2025 (short term advance payment) the achieved impact on the organization and knowledge management in the direction of ‘Information Services’ can be extended, in collaboration with Archives and ICT.

Decision:
Approved.


	3.0.7

	
	DuCaPHEN Conference 2025
Saba participates in an international health regulations stakeholder group lead by the RIVM consisting of the 6 Dutch islands and Ministry of Health representatives. The purpose of this annual meeting is to monitor the progress of the IHR-implementation, review preparedness and response to Public Health events, share knowledge and experiences, and strengthen Public Health in the Dutch Caribbean region. This year the conference takes place on Curacao. The main conference takes place on April 7th, 8th, and 9th. After the main conference, on April 10th and 11th a team representative is invited to participate in working group sessions for Public Health professionals that will focus on the year plan for DuCaPHEN. Therefore, I propose that our Public Health team that includes Department Head, two public Health Nurses; and Health Promotor to attend the three-day main conference, and Department Head will participate in the final two days following the main conference.

Decision:
Approved.


	3.0.8

	
	Erasmus+ visit to Madeira
PES was invited to join and accepted for the Erasmus+ conference on Madeira, March 18-20th, about Green education for the OCT's and oversees territories. In addition to this, as the topography of Madeira resembles the topography of Saba, this opportunity will be used to connect with local government and other relevant stakeholders and exchange best practices and solutions for mutual problems.

Decision:
Approved.


	3.1.7

	
	Subsidy Sea & Learn Foundation 2025
Sea & Learn Foundation is requesting financial assistance/subsidy for their 2025 programs. The subsidy requested by the Sea and Learn Foundation (SLF) for 2025 is $85.350 total for the following programs;

· · Sea and Learn & YELP
· · Create and Learn
· · Adopt a Box
The Sea & Learn Foundation and its projects spans the entire year. These events help stimulate the economy, also has a positive impact on the community, and puts Saba on the map as an environmental learning destination.

SLF has a combined support of NEPP, PES, FVC, National Geographic, Wildlife Fund-Dutch Caribbean, and Prins Bernhard Cultuurfonds Caribisch Gebied. Resources by external funding is $223,150. The total amount needed to run all three projects is about $520,000 for 2025. The amount requested to Public Entity Saba is 16% of the total needed.

Decision:
Approved.


	3.1.8

	
	Subsidy Woningexploitatie 2025
The Own Your Own Home Foundation (OYOHF) manages all social rented properties on Saba, including 16 homes owned by the Public Entity. OYOHF receives two types of subsidies: an annual amount from the budget Bouw- en woningtoezicht algemeen beheer from the Public Entity (Subsidy Woningexploitatie), and the Verhuurdersubsidie allocated by the Ministry of Housing and Spatial Planning (VRO). At the end of last year, OYOHF also received an extra subsidy from PES to cover higher than expected maintenance costs to PES homes.

The purpose of the Subsidy Woningexploitatie is to support OYOHF with the management and maintenance of social homes and cover the salary of the director. This originates from agreements between PES, OYOHF and Bazalt Wonen regarding the management and maintenance of social homes.

It is proposed to award the Subsidy Woningexploitatie to OYOHF for 2025 in line with the attached subsidy decision for the amount of 102,000 USD.

Decision:
Approved.


	4.0.0

	
	Formalities


	5.0.0

	
	Incoming pieces/request (on paper)


	6.0.0

	
	Announcements
1. Governor Johnson
2. Commissioner Zagers
3. Commissioner Heyliger
4. Island Secretary Streppel


	7.0.0

	
	Signing


	8.0.0

	
	Closing
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